
 

NASCSA Resolution 2022-03 
October 2022  

Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

A Resolution Encouraging the Expanded Role of Pharmacists to Address the 
Opioid Crisis 

WHEREAS, recent reports from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention indicate that there were 
an estimated 100,306 drug overdose deaths, with an increase of 28.5%, during the 12-month period 
ending April 2021; and1 

WHEREAS, the Federal Government, NASCSA, and states have advocated for the review and removal 
of unnecessary regulations to facilitate access to lifesaving treatment for opioid use disorder (OUD); 
and2,3 

WHEREAS, during the March 7, 2022, State of the Union address, President Biden called for strong, 
bipartisan action in Congress to eliminate outdated barriers preventing health professionals from 
prescribing lifesaving addiction treatments; and 

WHEREAS, the National Institutes of Health funded research is studying how pharmacists can work 
collaboratively with other health care professionals to provide elements of OUD treatment, and in 
particular looking at ways to improve access to treatment by being more flexible about requirements and 
expanding the scope of pharmacy practice; and4, 5 

WHEREAS, pharmacists are especially well positioned to contribute to safe opioid use due to their role 
dispensing opioid prescriptions and accessibility to patients. Pharmacists also can monitor and recognize 
signs of opioid misuse, extend patient counseling, distribute naloxone and are knowledgeable about 
addiction treatment options. Although pharmacists are equipped to provide these services to help mitigate 
the opioid crises, current literature documents that pharmacists’ breadth of opportunities for services is far 
from fully realized; and6, 7 

WHEREAS, recognizing, that a handful of States have changed or are considering changes to their laws, 
regulations, and guidelines, to expand the authority of pharmacists to administer controlled substances 
for the purposes of OUD treatment; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NASCSA endorses and supports applicable state authorities and 
pharmacist organizations for the expansion of pharmacists’ authority to collaborate in OUD treatment, 
including expanding the authority of pharmacists to administer long-acting injectable OUD treatments. 

ATTEST: ______ ____________________ 
     President  

DATE: ___October 26, 2022________ __________ 
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